ISSUE 160                                                                                             March 16th, 2006

THE EUROPEAN CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL INFO-LETTER (Euccril)
In this issue: Operation Trailblazer – German Youth fanning the flame of intercession.

A report by Johannes Hartl 

2005 was a critical year for Germany: welcoming the catholic world in a land which hast lost most of it’s own spiritual foundation, where the church struggles to survive with it’s overaged models and systems is not an easy thing. On the other hand: a growing conscience inside the CCR to return to the original "charismatic" dimension of the CCR: the charisms, the baptism in the spirit. A huge impact coming from the Youthwork, which is developing fast. The young people's zeal and their positive experience with intercession and charisms is influencing the whole German CCR more and more.

So 2005 saw a spiritual strategy coming up to both face the challenge and take the opportunities: OPERATION TRAILBLAZER. 
Our Vision: Mobilize the German Catholic Charismatic Renewal for a strategic long-time intercession in the style of Burning Bush in preparation for the national CCR-conference ("mittendrin") and the World Youth Day using the Youth’s enthusiasm to spread the model. 

3 STEPS

1. Preparation

In a 1st step the vision is communicated to the participants of a national youth leaders-schooling (25 youth and young adults). They commit to cover lent time with each one taking 1 or 2 days of prayer and fasting for a new outpouring of the Spirit on the "Mittendrin" and the WYD. 

On the national CCR-leaders-council the senior leaders are invited to share in the vision. In the same way as the Youth they should cover the time from Easter to "mittendrin" with individuals praying and fasting. They are invited to watch out for intercessors in their dioceses who can be part of the 24hrs-intercession-team on the "mittendrin". 

2. Mittendrin

An intercession-team of 36 members is set up in advance. The basis is from Youth groups who are already well trained in intercession. They are accompanied by members of the adult CCR and the Community of Beatitudes. An own intercession room is established and prepared, close to the venue. The Intercessors form 6 teams, each one lead by a prayer leader and a worship leader. They cover 24 hrs a day, each team taking 2 hrs slots of intercession two times a day. The night hours are covered by eucharistic adoration with one intercessor praying. One night is prayed through in 2 hrs slots as a night-watch. The team is prepared by three days of fasting in the days before the "mittendrin" and arrive one day before it starts. 

3. World Youth Day

Again the participants of the leaders-schooling take the days between "mittendrin" and WYD. Groups are asked to organize prayer evening, intercession night watches or similiar meetings in preparation for the WYD. During WYD itself a small intercession team is doing two night watches (7 people praying the whole night through) the days before WYD. On the WYD they meet up to 4 times a day for 1 hr-intercession.

Resume: "Operation trailblazer" was a great chance to grow in the calling of intercession, to see God acting and to train people into this dimension. Their definitely is a much greater conscience of the need and joy of intercession in the German CCR than before. It was demonstrated to the leaders (old and trainees) and the participants of the "mittendrin", that it is normal to have a well elaborated system of spiritual preparation for big meetings, as it is normal to have an organizational preparation. 

The experience of the intercession team of the "mittendrin" was brilliant and most encouraging. The times of intercession were marked by great joy and a strong sensation of Gods presence. The interceders said they were the ones most blessed on the conference In the same moment the "mittendrin" was very blessed, there was a sensation of great unity and anointing on the whole meeting. The leaders were very happy about the "prophetic feedback" from the intercession-team and felt, that things were all going easy as the major fight was already won in the prayer room. 
P.S. Read more about this operation in EUCCRIL 134 and on Mittendrin in EUCCRIL 147 at www.iccrs.org/europe . 
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